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offensives against North Viet- nsked about Seamans’ state- 
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lings a week, with one-fourth of 
them individually targeted. I’d 
like to have the whole thing 
stopped. But none of the alter- 
natives toward reacbinv 
objective seem to be 100 per 
cent attractive.” 

Critics of bombing, includ- 
ing former Under Secretary of 
State George Ball, have 
argued that the dynamics of 
U.S. airwar strategy dictates 
steady escalation. That is, the 
more' the U.S. bombs, the 
more Hanoi has to defend and 
then the more the U.S: has to 
bomb to blow Hanoi’s de- 
fenses. 

Seamans contended . that 
bombing was stiU a vital ne- 
cessity for Indochina, making 
these points during the inter- 



view in his pentagon office: 

• General Abrams believes 
that “the one military force he 
has over there is air power. 
He wants and should use air 
power in a very flexible way.” 

• The U.S. Air Force has to 
“stem the flow” of Hanoi’s war 
goods down the Ho Chi Minh 
trail to minimize the risks of 
withdrawing American troops 
from Vietnam. 

• The Laotian government, 
whose forces are under attack 
in Northern Laos, has “asked 
for all the support we can give 
them.” 

• Part of Hanoi’s grand 
strategy for Laos may be to 
draw as much U.S. air power 
as possible away from the Ho 
Chi Minh trail and toward the 
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less vital grounds of Northern 
Laos. 

The U.S. Air Force cam- 
paign in the far north of Laos 
is code named Barrel Boll and 
the one in the panhandle of 
Southern Laos— the place 
where the network of roads 
c^ed the Ho Chi Minh trail 
threads through— is called 
Steel Tiger. 

Precaution Overlooked 

Seamans said that the pub- 
lie does not appreciate the 
care taken in the Barrel RoU 
bombing nor the fact that the 
Ho Chi Minh trail is not a pop- 
ulated area. He said he had 
visited Northern Laos. 

“I have seen no evidence of 
indiscriminate bombing,” the 
Air Force Secretary said. 
‘Those who have been Up 
there fall in love with the peo- 
ple. The travesty of ju.stice oc- 
curs when the North Vietnam- 
ese get in there. They are 
rough. I have seen no indica- 
tion that the population up 
there is against the United 
States. Just the opposite.” 

As for B-52 strikes in North- 
ern Laos, Seamans said that 
they “have not been targeted 
near populated areas.” 

Sen. Edward M. Kennedy 
(D-Mass.) has charged that 
U.S. bombing in Northern 
Laos has made thousands of 
people there homeless. 

Possible Strategy 
Seamans said it was a possi- 
bility that one objective of the 
North Vietnamese push in 
Northern Laos is to draw off 
American warplanes from the 
supply routes farther south, 
which show many signs of in- 
tense activity. Besides keeping 
30,000 of the usual 50,000 work 
force on the Ho Chi Minh trial 
during the rainy season, in- 
stead of sending them home as 
in the past. Seamans said, 
Hanoi is also setting up sev- 
eral surface-to-air missile in- 
stallations along its war sup- 



ply roufes. Hanoi is believed 
to have about Live SAM units, 
in Laos at this time. 

Because of the sensitivity of 
the Laotian government on 
the subject, the Pentagon has 
not disclosed how many war- 
plane sorties are flown against 
targets in Northern Laos and 
how many in the' panhandle. 
But Seamans said “over two- 
thirds” of the bombs dropped 
in Laos fall on 'tiie trial. 

C-130 Effective 

One of the most effective 
weapons against truck traffic 
on the supply roads through 
Laos has been the C-130 gun- 
ship. It uses night vision de- 
vices and other : aids plus 
hea\^ fire power, including 
Gatling-type machine guns. 
The Air Force’s latest figures 
estimate that of the 7,200 tons 
of wai’ goods Hanoi started 
down the trail &*om Nov. 1, 
1971 through Dec. 28, 197l’ 
only 80 tons got through. 

“My overall objective is to 
phase our Air Force down,” 
Seamans said. “I want to mini- ^ 
mize our involvement out 
there, but we need the flexibil- 
ity of air power” in the mean- 
time. 

Bulk over Laos 

Right now, the Air Force 
secretary added, 90 per cent of 
the air war in South Vietnam 
is being conducted by the 
South Vietnamese. They are 
also flying “over 50 per cent” 
of the missions in Cambodia. 
This means that the bulk of 
the U.S. effort in the air is 
over Laos. 

Asked if he felt that the 
Vietnam war had been worth 
the lives and money spent on 
it. Seamans — at 53 a former , 
Massachusetts Insitute of 
Technology Professor and dep- • 
uty administrator of the civil- 
ian space agency — paused 
briefly and then replied: “I’m 
glad I’m on the team that is 
drawing everything down.” 




